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Interview with a New Student
By Abi M. 6B

Some people say that there is a big difference between public and Catholic school, but how big
really is this difference? What characteristics differ between these two types of schools? To find

out, an interview was conducted with Tyler Lee, a student who came to St. Andrew this year
from Afton Elementary. Here are the questions asked, and the answers Tyler gave, which show

us the difference, from a student’s perspective, between public and Catholic Schools.

How are you liking St. Andrew? St. Andrew’s is great! All the teachers and students are nice.
It is also great to be at a school where I learn my faith.

Were you excited to come here? Nervous? Yes, I was very excited to come! I have a few
friends that go here, so I knew that it would be great.

Are you staying at St. Andrew through eighth grade? If so, are you happy about it? I am staying
through eighth grade. I am very happy too, because this school has been awesome.



Do you enjoy the school environment? Yes, the school environment is great.

What do you see as the biggest difference between St. Andrew and Afton? Is it a positive or
negative difference? There is a big difference in the atmosphere and how much more

welcoming everybody is.

What are some pros and cons for St. Andrew versus public school? Some pros for Catholic
school are: nicer people, more welcoming environment, and not having to worry about

what to wear. Some cons are more homework and less recess.

Overall, how do you feel about your experience at St. Andrew so far? Overall, my experience is
great!

There are some positive and negative aspects to every school, but now we all know just how
lucky we are to be in the kind, loving, faithful environment that this wonderful school provides.

Keep on reading...



Should Kids be Allowed to Eat in the Cafeteria?

Madeline M. 6C

At the moment, students at Saint Andrew are not allowed to eat in the cafeteria

due to the pandemic. Although some people think that we should be able to, others do

not. There are pros and cons to both. Some good things about this would be that kids

would get to socialize more. This means that kids can sit near and talk to friends without

having to sit in our classrooms. It also means that students would have a change of

scenery and would be able to get out of their classrooms for a little while. There are other



reasons that eating in the cafeteria would be a good idea and these are only some of

them.

When considering this idea you must also consider the cons. Remembering the

fact that we are going through a pandemic, eating in the cafeteria could add more risks

for COVID-19 spread.  If all classes in a grade were eating in close proximity to each other

for an extended period of time, many students and sta� would be put at more risk.

Furthermore, eating in the cafeteria would require much more cleaning. That would mean

that they will have a shortened lunch period to allow for time it would take to clean the

cafeteria and all of the seats. This idea has pros and cons and I would urge you to

consider them all carefully before deciding your stance on this matter.

Keep on reading...



Philly Sports Update

By Keenan S. 7th grade

Phillies News:

The Phillies are battling through a very tough schedule. They are barely over

.500, coming in at 18-17, and second in the NL East. Their star players are

Bryce Harper, Rhys Hoskins, Didi Gregorius, and J.T. Realmuto.   Despite their

rocky start they are tied for first place in the National League East.

Keep on reading...



Sixers News:

The Sixers are keeping their fans happy.  They are 47-21 and first in the

Eastern Conference.  Their star players are Joel Embiid, Ben Simmons, and

Tobias Harris.  They are coming to the end of their regular season and luckily

got in a full season this year.  They have clinched the playoffs.  Philly is

rooting for a win in the NBA Finals.

Keep on reading...



Parenting and Teaching in a Pandemic
Mrs. Schuman

March 12th ended with a hug and a quick check of the desk to grab the few books that would
carry us through the next two weeks.  We were excited, and a small part of us was looking
forward to a reprieve from the rigors of school. As the days passed, we grew tired of seeing each
other through a screen: boxes that filled our time with one-way conversations, assigned work,
and written feedback.  As the parent of an 8th grader, I was sad.  I was sad for the events she and
her classmates would miss, but I was also sad for the events I would miss as a parent.  I earned
the right to be proud and watch her and her beloved classmates enjoy the fruits of their labors! I
earned the right to boast about their accomplishments as a grade to anyone who would listen.  It
felt like every day was another disappointment.  As a teacher, I was a shell of my former self. As
a parent, I was a disappointing reminder of all that could have been, mostly because I KNOW
what could have been and had dangled that carrot for years.
"Don't get a demerit.  You will miss your graduation dance."
"Be nice to your sister on the bus.  They won't let you attend the picnic."



"Get your homework done.  You can kiss the 8th grade play goodbye."
Not once did one student say to me, "I did all these things.  Why me?"

As the summer waned and the school year approached, I hoped to be a better teacher and parent.
With my daughter now safely immersed in her freshman year of high school, I could focus on
making this year as good as possible for my current students.  Again, I found myself looking
back on every day, wondering if I had done enough. As parents, we consider that terrifying
reality daily.  As teachers, it is often worse.  We can only hope that the students know that
beyond anything, they are safe and loved.  We can only hope that, while they have many
less-than-optimal memories of this school year, they will remember the Zoom mishaps that made
us human, the Breakout Rooms that gave them a chance to escape the prying eyes of others, and
the unmistakable bonds they made while secure in their own cohorts.

If there is one thing to take from this year and last, it is that kids are resilient.  They never
complained, they worked hard, and they learned to appreciate the small things.  While I may just
be a few (ten at the most) years past the tender age of adolescence, it is they who have taught me
the most; that "work hard and be kind" is more than just our school motto.  It is a way of life.

Keep on reading….



Spring!
By: Virginia C.

Spring is in the air, and that means all types of plants and animals are roaming about.
Some of the plants and animals are cute, such as bunnies and daisies, but some are annoying,
for instance poison ivy and squirrels. There are many different plants and animals that emerge
in spring, but I’m going to go in depth on dandelions, tulips, birds, and squirrels.

When you saw a dandelion as a kid, you probably thought it was a flower. That’s a good
guess because of its appearance, but not the correct one. Dandelions are actually weeds. They
infiltrate gardens and lawns, looking pretty as they do it. They might be pests when it comes to
lawn and garden care, but they are fun to wish on. Next is tulips. These, in fact, are flowers.
They bloom in spring and come in many different colors, including red, pink, and yellow. These
are very pretty flowers that almost everyone is fond of!

When I hear the birds singing in the morning, I think it’s about to be a good day. Birds
are beautiful creatures. They have beautiful colors and sing majestic songs. They can also fly,
but everyone knows that. Not all birds fly though. Penguins and ostriches are two of the birds
that don’t fly. When birds come back for the spring and summer, it puts me in a good mood
because I know warm weather is on its way. Next is squirrels. There is a lot I could say about
squirrels. They are annoying. When I want to walk my dog and he sees a squirrel, he goes



insane. Not only that, but they steal from the bird feeder and garden. We’ve seen bites and
chunks taken out of our vegetables and we’ve had to scare squirrels away from the garden.
Squirrels might be really annoying, but some of them can be cute.

Saint Andrew Track and Field Season
By Emily N.

The Saint Andrew Track and Field team has had an amazing season so far.  Even though there
are no Penn Relays or the usual big meets this year due to COVID, they still are very active.
Practices have been taking place Tuesdays, Wednesday, Thursdays, and Fridays.  Runners
wear masks and stay in cohorts.  This Sunday some runners are competing in the Region 19
meet against Saint Bede’s.


