
Friday News 8/7 

I hope you all are doing well. If you have not yet completed the survey to choose instruction as 
we start the year, please do so now. Here is the link to the form. We will begin moving students 
and rounding out class rosters this coming week and hope to reopen FACTS for access to 
homerooms the following week.  

Don't forget to mark your calendars for our uniform event on August 20. It will be held outside, 
and we will follow social distancing recommendations. Even though it is outside we do ask that 
you wear a mask while “shopping.” Please see below for more information. 

If you have not purchased masks for your children or practiced wearing them in the house, 
please do so. If they start practicing now, they will be more used to it and comfortable when the 
first day of school comes along. It also might get them out of the house more while we still have 
some summer left. Also, we think now is a good time to start practicing taking temperatures and 
symptom monitoring at home each morning to build a routine. Please remember in order to 
keep our schools open we have to work together to keep sick children or those with symptoms 
home. Starting a routine now will only help.  

Information about medicine drop off will be sent home next week for those that need to keep 
medication or medical supplies at school. We are planning for this to be on Thursday, August 
20.  

The first week of school is still scheduled to start September 1. For Preschool and Kindergarten, 
we will be hosting small group orientations on August 31 and September 1. We will have a 
phase-in opening for our preschool students with half of them attending school on September 2 
and the other half attending on September 3. We believe this will help ease the transition and 
help us work through new drop off/pick up procedures that will be sent home in the next couple 
of weeks.  

We are sad to announce that Mrs. Price, Mrs. Thompson, and Ms. Keogh will be leaving Saint 
Andrew. We are happy to announce that Mrs. Fife will be moving to 1st grade and that we have 
hired Nicolette Geonnotti who is a former student and is coming to us from St. Ephrem.  

We are working hard to plan for CARES and staffing. If your child will be attending CARES as 
we start the year, please complete this survey.  

Questions/Clarifications 

We will not be asking students to clean classrooms while under covid safety guidelines. The 
only potential cleaning they would need to do is wipe their own desk down. With regards to 
bussing, public schools are legally obligated to provide transportation to non-public schools. 
There are rumors out there that some public school districts will not provide bussing to 
private/parochial students while they are conducting only cyberlearning in their own districts. We 
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expect all districts to provide transportation this year, and if they did not, there would be legal 
action taken. We have received confirmation from CB, CR and Pennsbury that they will provide 
transportation at our start dates. As we receive confirmation from other districts, we will let you 
know.  

I was recently asked how we can open but many districts can not? Having worked in public 
schools for a long period I have some points I would like to share below.  

1) We are blessed to have larger classrooms than most schools.  

2) Class enrollment - We have smaller class sizes than almost all public schools.  

3) Each campus is different and that creates problems with equitability in large school districts. If 
a Public School District has small classrooms in school A but school B has larger classrooms, 
most districts will not open only school B to those students because that will create conflict in 
the district. 

4) Technology Infrastructure - We have better technology and 1:1 Chromebooks that students 
can use in our classrooms which helps with the required guidelines. 

*We also can set up for virtual learning faster than public schools, which is the reason why you 
are seeing some delayed starts. They have more money available with state and federal funds, 
but they still have to set up more rooms and schools. 

5) Transportation - Public Schools have to worry about the logistics of moving tens of thousands 
of students throughout the district to many campuses. 

6) Special Education and Federal Laws - Schools must provide equitable education to all 
students, and this gets very difficult because they have a wider range of students, including 
those with severe and profound needs. For example, creating social distancing for a student 
with a major disability or handicap, such as not being able to feed themselves, is impossible 
under the current recommendations. If they can not provide this for that student, it affects every 
student in their entire district. Many public classrooms have inclusion teachers and/or Special 
Education Assistants in the room and that also takes up more classroom space.  

7) Teachers - I am biased, but quite frankly, we are truly blessed with great teachers! I know 
there are great teachers at all schools; however, I think we have better teachers relative to other 
schools. Also, public school unions may refuse to come back to work, and teachers in those 
unions can not come back even if they want to 

School Information 

● Yearbooks 
○ Last chance....Did you forget to order a yearbook? You still have another 

opportunity! Mrs. Weaver will be selling yearbooks at the Fun (uniform swap) 



on Monday August 20th from 3:30-7:00 PM. Please stop by and pick up one 
today! 

○ Yearbooks may be purchased for $30.00. Please bring exact change or 
make a check payable to Saint Andrew School. 

● Our supply lists remain the same other than Art supplies have been added. Please 
check this link for supply info.  

● Saint Andrew Masks - made by Saint Andrew Family Business (This is not a 
requirement but an option.) 

● Message from CR Transportation 
○ Please remind your families, if they have not already, to send their proofs to 

us as soon as possible to avoid delays in transportation being assigned. 
They can visit our website at Council Rock Transportation for Non-Pubs for 
examples of acceptable proofs of residency. 

○ More information on the Bussing Plan will be available next week.  
● Summer Academics can be found here. 
● Our FUN (Free Uniform Night)/Uniform Swap event will still be held August 20; 

however, it will be held outside and from 3:00pm-7pm with staggered times. Please 
come at the time your youngest child is scheduled.  

● 3-4pm—New families 
● 4-5pm—Preschool, K, 3, 6 
● 5-6pm—1, 4, 7 
● 6-7pm—2, 5, 8 
● We currently have a large inventory and would love for every single item to be 

claimed!  
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