
Friday News 11/20 

I hope you had a great week!  I’m sorry in advance for the longer than normal letter. 
However, there is some important information to share, and there will not be a Friday 
News email next week.   

As people are being more cautious with COVID, we are seeing a few more absences 
from students and staff. We appreciate everyone being cautious because we want to 
keep everyone safe and our schools open. We are also grateful that we have the 
technology and a dedicated team to make virtual instruction work. The increase in 
cases and holiday travel has made the job even more challenging as we try to prepare 
for families with the need to learn virtually for the short term due to testing and the 
longer term due to travel. With each child in cyberlearning, it is a little more difficult for 
the teacher and the classroom. With the constant changes, it has added even more 
challenges. Getting the technology set up, arranging materials and supplies ready for 
pick up without interrupting class, communicating with the teacher who will be out, and 
preparing last minute for an increase in cyber learners takes quite a bit of time. We are 
finding that in most cases it takes at least 2 school days to get students ready without 
causing a disruption to the rest of their classmates. We want your child engaged as 
soon as possible, but we must be mindful not to interrupt the learning of the other 
students. We are still navigating the new challenges, but I want to keep you updated.  

Short-Term Cyberlearning 

With all of the testing happening these days, we have more students out of school. 
Some students have their own symptoms while others are waiting on a family member’s 
results. If your child needs to learn at home due to COVID testing, as I mentioned, it 
may take 2-3 days to set this up. At the same time, it may take 2-5 days to receive test 
results. It is a lot of work to get set up only to see the child return right when we are 
ready for them to learn at home. We also understand students do not want to fall 
behind. We are exploring how to best make this work for our students, parents, and 
staff. We are looking at how it impacts different grade levels and if the timing can be 
adjusted based on this. We will communicate any future changes with you and with 
each family as we move through these new times together. Please do not have your 
child join Zoom until we have communicated with you. We want to make sure the 
student and the class is ready for the change in instruction. 

Quarantine Cyberlearning Due to Travel 

The fact that the rise in cases happened right before the holidays certainly did not help 
as we saw a lot of last minute changes. We want families to be able to safely see each 
other and will continue to work towards this with the holidays, but we have to make 
some changes.  

  



At some point in early December, we will send out a form for anyone that is quarantining 
before or after the Christmas holidays. We will only be able to accommodate picking 
materials up on Friday, December 11 from 3:15-4:00 with a cyberlearning start day of 
Monday, December 14 or Friday, December 18 from 12:30-1:00 for those that need to 
quarantine after the holidays. We also will likely need your help and boxes to collect the 
students’ items that afternoon. Parents will park in the front lot, come in and pick up the 
needed materials.  

Vacation During Non-holidays (Anytime other than Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 
Easter) (if we are still under similar restrictions) 

Another area regarding cyberlearning we are hoping that we can improve is vacation. 
The allowance for quarantine for travel was intended for safe travel to see family over 
holidays. Although I understand there are deals during non-holidays and we all want to 
get out of being “stuck here,” cyberlearning was not intended so that families could 
travel across the country or world and vacation. We do not have the time to work 
through every family trip or reason for the trip. When deciding whether to travel, we ask 
that our parents please be mindful not only for their safety but also for the safety of our 
teachers and staff. When a family does travel, the student falls behind, and the teacher 
has to work to catch them up. In addition, the student has to quarantine and learn 
virtually for at least a period of time, which keeps changing. This is not easy, and it is 
not easy if multiple students from the same classes are going out week to week. We will 
not question you or tell you you can not go somewhere, but we do want you to know 
how it affects us and our plan. 

Moving forward, if you plan to travel outside of the holidays and have the need to 
quarantine (we will follow state guidelines - see below), you will be asked to remain in 
cyberlearning until the next opt-in period. If a student has to quarantine for just a few 
days, the student will need to be absent from class until able to return safely on the next 
Monday.  

Plan with Subs 

One last necessity that comes with this caution and the changing times is the need for 
substitutes. Fortunately, we have been able to get subs for each staff absence that we 
have had to date. Please know that if we are unable to find a sub, we will move a 
specials teacher, most likely technology, to the grade level classroom to sub. This would 
result in the special being cancelled for the day. While we are working hard to make 
sure this does not happen, we want to make you aware of our plan should it arise. We 
are very grateful to our subs for working with us to ensure that learning takes place 
every day!  

  

 



Update on New State Mandates and Guidelines 

Earlier this week, the state issued new travel guidelines. We will continue to follow PA 
guidelines. If they change, we will change our plan. Some highlights are below.  

 If you travel to any other state, you must meet one of the following requirements 
to return to school: 

o Quarantine for 14 days upon return. 
o Test out of quarantine - This information was unclear at first and is still 

not totally clear. Yesterday Dr. Damsker clarified that you may test out 
of quarantine after you return to PA; it does not have to be 72 hours 
prior to your return, but that is the earliest you can test out.  

 It is recommended that no one attends a large gathering. However, if for any 
reason you are at a large gathering, we ask that you wait at least 7 days before 
taking a COVID test in order to test out or quarantine for the full 2 weeks. It is 
important to note that 4 out of 5 of our positive cases have been traced back to 
large gatherings. 

 More detailed information can be found here.  

I do not think that either of these will be an issue in our community, but since it has 
happened at other OCE schools, I want to be clear:  

Please know that traveling to areas out of state without following state guidelines listed 
above is not acceptable. Ignorance is also not an acceptable excuse. If this happens, 
students will be placed in cyberlearning until at least the next opt-in period.  

Keeping a COVID-19 test confidential or away from the school and sending your child to 
school after being tested because you are “pretty sure it is not COVID” or any other 
reason before receiving results is not acceptable, and it will result in removal from 
Saint Andrew Catholic School.  

Last but not least, please double check your child (ren)’s backpack to ensure that they 
have extra masks. We have had a few forget or a mask has gotten dirty, and there was 
not a backup mask. Although we have a limited supply of masks at school, it is 
embarrassing for some of our children when a mask is forgotten 

Have a great weekend!  

  

 

 

 



School Information 

 Marketing Video and Drone 
o Over the next few weeks, we will be working on a marketing video 

with Dan Tarrant and his team. You may see a drone over the school 
at arrival or dismissal, please do not be alarmed. We also will be 
filming some inside the school. We will be sure not to include anyone 
on the no photo list. If you have any further concerns, please let us 
know. 

 Half Day Schedules and Zoom Links will be shared with your children via 
Google Classroom and/or in an email from the teachers. 

 Amazon Smile - Shop Amazon? Set up your account so Saint Andrew gets 
a small donation each purchase. 

o Click here to support Saint Andrew Catholic School 
o After registering your account with SAS. Shop here 

 SAGE (Senior Adults for Greater Education) 
o Is a group of senior citizens (many retired educators) that typically 

volunteers at the school to help support our students. They have been 
unable to this year but we hope they can return. They are fundraising 
by  

 For the month of December, (S.A.G.E.) will receive a $1 
donation from each purchase of the $3.00 reusable GIVE 
BACK WHERE IT COUNTS Bag at the ACME store located 
at 48 West Road, Newtown PA.    

 Secret Santa Shop is now open Online! 
o Since we cannot have a live shop this year, please shop online with 

your children as they buy small gifts for their siblings and friends. 
Maybe parents too! 

o Our link is santashopfun.com with the password StAndrew20 
 The coat drive will continue through Wednesday, November 25, 2020. 

Please send any new or gently worn coats into school so that they may 
be donated to someone in need. 

 Half Day Dismissal Schedule - Similar to Full Day Dismissal 
o Preschool and Kindergarten students with no older siblings -11:30 AM 

in the back loop.  
o Preschool and Kindergarten students with older siblings-12:00PM.  
o Grades 1-3 (no older siblings) dismissed in the back-12:10PM.  
o K-8 Bus Riders 12:00PM.  
o Grades 4-8 and Siblings Car Riders -12:10PM.  

 CARES ON EARLY DISMISSAL DAYS 
o We will be offering AM and PM CARES on 1/2 days of school. Please 

note that PM CARES WILL END AT 3:30 PM on the 1/2 days.  
o Please provide your child with a packed lunch and a drink on 1/2 

days.   
 School Lunch Order Information 

o School Lunch Order Form - Monday and Tuesday only 



o November Lunch Menu  
o December Lunch Menu 

 Science Explorers 
o Our next club, Freaky Physics, begins the week of November 30th 

with registration closing this weekend, so we recommend any families 
register for this topic as soon as possible. Please feel free to share 
this link with any interested families:  Science Explorers Freaky 
Physics Clubs 

 The remaining topics of the school year are: 
 Burps, Belches & Bad Breath beginning the Week of January 

18th (registration closes 1/3) 
 Abracadabra beginning the Week of February 22nd 

(registration closes 2/7) 
 Is There a Doctor in the House? beginning the Week of April 

5th (registration closes 3/21) 
 Beaker Brains – 3 Week topic beginning the Week of May 

10th (registration closes 4/25) 

 Poinsetta etc. Sale 

Community Information 

 Girls 5-8 Villa Joseph Marie Sciatholon Information - Virtual 

High School Information 

 Archbishop Ryan Testing, Scholarships, and Admissions Information. 
 7-8 Girls Stuart Catholic Girls School Virtual High School Visitation Information 

 


