
THE POST 
First Edition: February 2021 

 
Thanks to everyone who helped put this together.  The articles may be a bit old, but the 

pandemic has made the task of getting articles a bit more difficult (all being done from 

home) than when we had meetings after school. 

 

The post staff members:  Mrs. Roach, Ms. Costa and Mrs. Plomchok 

 
“God Helps Us all the Time, But It Is Great when His Intervention Especially Helps Us 
Unexpectedly” 
 
By: Nadine Plomchok (Sixth Grade ELA Teacher) 
 
It was a snow day so I had the pleasure of being home with my Mom, who is in poor health and 
in pain most of the time.  I was going down the hall, and she called me into her bedroom.  Mom 
asked me to find the artist of a Russell Stover candy commercial.  I Googled it and found out it 
was by a singer named Victory Boyd; my Mom was thrilled when I played it for her on her Ipad!  
 
Something else magical happened...in the sidebar of the video, more songs and videos of 
Victory Boyd popped up, including one called “Extraordinary”; the lyrics in this song are very 
powerful because they talk about a young person struggling with being her true, extraordinary 
self but how hard it is because it is sometimes easier to just follow the crowd.  In the end, she 
turns to God and I believe herself as well; she also learns to just love herself. 
 
So far so good, right?  It doesn’t end there.  I was about to introduce a Diversity Essay to my 
sixth graders, and this song ties in perfectly with the essay’s topic.  We all need to learn at a 
young age to accept ourselves as the unique, beautiful, perfect yet imperfect God intended US 
to be.  It saddens me as a teacher when I see a student struggling with loving his or her true 
self.  I try my best to let all my students know how valuable, worthy, lovable and perfectly 
wonderful they are, even with their personality flaws, mistakes and sometimes bad judgment. 
God doesn’t care when we fall; He just wants us to pick ourselves up, accept ourselves as we 
are and to extend that acceptance to everyone we meet.  
 
It started off with my Mom being excited about a song (I will do anything for her that gives her 
joy) that was a blessing for me as well.  Mom now cries when I show her the video.  I now have 
great things to share with my students.  One little request turned into something so 
awe-inspiring, so good-feeling and all around so smile-making! 
 
I highly suggest you Google “I Wanna Make You Happy” video (the song from the Russell 
Stover Commercial), and click on  the Youtube version that has the lyrics; you will be enthralled. 
You may also want to check out Ms. Boyd’s “Extraordinary” song as it is compelling and sends 



such a good message.  Her voice is harmonious, and she is beautiful...outside but mostly 
inside! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andyo! By: Ginny C. (sixth grade) 

As everyone knows by now, our school is having Andyo. It is a safe alternative to the 

magazine drive or other fundraisers that unfortunately can’t happen this year due to Covid-19. 

This can be a lot of fun if we think positively. Everyday during announcements, Mr. Sikora calls 

a few numbers (3 or 5, depending on the day). Once a student, teacher, parishioner, or 

someone who has bought a card fills an entire card, they win. The winner will receive $3,000! 

That’s quite a bit of money, if you ask me.  

 

There are quite a few other prizes as well. Whoever sells the winning card, will get a 

$250 Amazon gift card. The three top sellers received Amazon gift cards, as well. Every six 

cards you sold, you were entered in the drawing for a new Ipad! One lucky winner won this just 

a week ago. Every five cards you sold, you were entered into a raffle for free tuition. I’m sure 

that everyone’s parents helped them sell five! I wish everybody good luck and I hope you win! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Traditions Around the World By: Ginny C. (sixth         

grade) 

 

Christmas time is here, and it’s almost Christmas day!         

Everyone is very excited buying presents and baking cookies, but          

have you ever wondered what Christmas is like around the world?           

Well, you’re about to find out. 

 

Alright, let’s start with Asia. Firstly, instead of decorating a          

pine tree, they decorate banana trees. I know I would not be mad at a               

Christmas banana bread! On Christmas Eve, people in Asia eat a           

western style dinner. These were definitely the traditions that I thought           

were the coolest. Next is Africa. Sometimes, children will go to their            

neighbor’s houses and perform dances and play homemade        

instruments. People in Africa, like us, go to Christmas mass. It’s one            



of the most important traditions in Africa. Let’s go to North America.            

Traditional Christmas dessert in Canada includes plum pudding and         

mincemeat tarts. In Mexico, las posadas (which is pretty much like a            

Mexican Christmas) begins on December 16. On December 24,         

children process to church and place a statue of the Christ Child in a              

nativity scene.  

 

Now, we’re on to South America. Chocolatada is a day where           

the people of Peru get off from school and work, and they make hot              

chocolate, bread, sweets, and small gifts to those less fortunate than           

themselves. Another cool tradition in South America is when they          

shoot fireworks off on Christmas night. It may seem odd, considering           

that Christmas is a peaceful holiday. The next continent is Antarctica.           

Every year in Antarctica, they have a Race Around the World. It’s            

where you can get any manner of transport and race around this chilly             

track. Another interesting fact is that Antarctica at Christmas time, is           

that the sun is up all day. There is only about an hour between dusk               

and dawn! Next is Europe. They have very similar traditions as North            

America. They do Advent calendars. An Advent calendar is a calendar           



in which you open a pocket for each day of December leading up to              

Christmas. Last, but certainly not least, is Australia. It’s summer in           

Australia during Christmas time, so instead of being in the snow,           

Santa will be surfing! Another tradition they have is they like to sing             

carols by candlelight. These are all of the traditions around the world,            

and I hope you had as much fun as I did learning about them! 

 

 

Virtual to Hybrid 
 

By Keenan S. (seventh grade) 
 

When the pandemic hit US schools in March, teachers had their professional career and 
training turned on their ear.  They quickly figured out what zoom, google hangout, and 
asynchronous meant.   They all began to transform their methods of teaching.  St Andrew 
teachers always had a plan to move forward with online learning days.  They were prepared to 
post assignments and give feedback on Google Classroom.  However, teaching students 
remotely was certainly a new concept, and many teachers felt like a brand new teacher all over 
again.  Overall, our teachers managed to hold synchronous lessons and made the best of a 
tough situation.  Teachers were looking optimistically to fall when the new normal changed 
again.  Students would be returning to the classrooms but some students would remain learning 
from home.  

 This new normal is called the hybrid model and it proved to have new obstacles and 
challenges for teachers to navigate.  The hybrid model definitely takes  more planning time for 
teachers.  Mrs. Boedewig, a 7th grade teacher said, “The hardest transition to teaching in the 
hybrid model has been finding comparable virtual versions of lessons to present online so that 
virtual students can experience the lessons equally.”  This can be easier said than done. 
“Sometimes,” she commented, “you need more than the  limited screen size to teach math 
concepts and problems.”  It's been difficult for sure, but there have been some silver linings. 
Mrs. Boedewid said, “The best part of the hybrid model has been finding so many new activities 
and resources.  It's definitely given a new look to my lessons.” 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Cyber School vs. In Person Learning  
 
Madeline M. (sixth grade) 
 
 
 
 
      It is no secret that online learning and in-person learning are extremely different. Although 
both have good and bad things, there is no correct answer to which is better. If you are learning 
online, you may have more time to sleep  in the morning, and you also have the comfort of 
being in your own house. On the other hand, being online means you will be more prone to 
technical difficulties, like freezing screens or other problems with zoom. Online students may 
also experience problems with seeing or hearing the teacher or the lesson being taught. Worst 
of all, at least for the students, is that they do not see their friends in person everyday. Online 
learning might not be for everyone, but it could definitely work for some. 
        Although I, along with many other students, do not always love going to school in person, 
there are definitely benefits. Some of these might include being able to always see and hear the 
teacher and the lessons, and not having to worry about logging into or experiencing problems 
with zoom. There are also problems with being in school, too. In-school learners may have to 
get up earlier, and have to worry about leaving homework and school books at home. Many 
people I have talked to about this subject enjoy in-school classes much more than online, and 
vise-versa. Like I stated earlier, there are pros and cons of both, and what might work for some 
may not work for others. 
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Virtual Sports 
 

   Cavan S. (fifth grade)  
 
 

Has the Corona Virus affected any of your sports? 
Like so many other things, athletics have turned virtual 
during the pandemic. Practicing your sports online has 
provided many challenges. Even if you don’t have 
problems getting on zoom or with technology, following 
your practices on a computer screen is not always easy. In 
sports there is a lot of movement and you're not sitting 
around, so it makes watching and hearing your coach 
difficult. Sometimes finding a place safe enough to 
practice while having access to technology can be tricky. I 
know my mom wasn’t happy when I was dribbling my 
basketball on the hardwood floors during my virtual 
basketball practice. 

Some sports have been harder than others to adapt 
to virtually. Virtual swimming has only provided 
opportunities for strength and conditioning. Coaches and 
swimmers can not work on technique and speed without 
being in the pool. Practicing any sport virtually is much 
harder without having your coaches and teammates by 
your side to encourage and motivate you. In my opinion 



the most challenging part for most athletes has been the 
lack of team and individual competition during the past few 
months. Until we are safe from the Corona Virus, virtual 
sports are here to stay. 

 
 
 
 

Meet St. Andrew’s New Staff Members as of September 2020! 
 
Miss Nicolette Geonnotti 
 

Where did you go to college? 

 

Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, PA for undergrad and grad school!  

 

What do you like best about teaching @ St. Andrew? 

 

I love the kiddos and the positive environment at SAS! Everyone here is friendly, 

welcoming and helpful. It is so cool being back at my own grade school working with 

teachers who taught me! :)  

 

What other jobs have you had? 

I was a nanny all throughout college, and I also used to work at J.Crew!  

 

If you weren't a teacher, what other job would you like to pursue? 

 

If I wasn't a teacher, I would love to do something in fashion! Maybe work for a fashion 

magazine, blog, or company! And preferably work somewhere warm!    

 

If you could have a meal with anyone, alive or dead, who would it be and  why? 

 



I would love to have dinner with my grandmothers, especially if they are the ones cooking! 

I would love to ask them about their own childhood and different experiences they had 

growing up! I think it would be awesome to talk about the different decades they lived 

through!  

Keep reading... 

What genre of music do you like? 

Country!  

 

Genre of books? 

Fiction  

 

What is the most difficult thing with teaching during the pandemic? 

The most difficult thing about teaching during the pandemic is distancing!  

 

Miss Kelsey Illiano 
 

 

Where did you go to college? 

Temple University 

 

What do you like best about teaching @ St. Andrew? 

 

I love the school community!  

 

What other jobs have you had? 

I’ve worked as a photographer for my own business, as a waitress 

at my dad's restaurant and Applebees, and as a medical 

assistant/receptionist at a doctors office.  

 

If you weren't a teacher, what other job would you like to pursue?  

If I was not a teacher, I would be a nurse.  

 

If you could have a meal with anyone, alive or dead, who would it be and  why? 



I would have a meal with my dear friend Betty who passed away a few 

years ago. She had the most positive outlook on life and always gave 

the best advice!  

 

Keep reading... 

What genre of music do you like? 

I like all types of music!! I have a very open genre!!  

 

Genre of books? 

Mystery!  

 

What is the most difficult thing with teaching during the pandemic? 

Trying to juggle the students who are online and the students in 
person.  
 

 

Ms. Jennifer Schwyter 
 

 
Where did you go to college?   

West Chester University.  

 

What do you like best about teaching @ St. Andrew?   

I have been so impressed with parent support here at St Andrew.  

 

What other jobs have you had? 

*3rd and 4th grade teacher in CR back in the day.  
*Manager at Dream Dinners 
*Preschool teacher  
 

 

If you weren't a teacher, what other job would you like to pursue?  

Open a boutique at the shore  

 



If you could have a meal with anyone, alive or dead, who would it be and  why? 

Rosa Parks - I would love to personally hear her story and how she became such a strong 
woman who stood up for her rights.  

 

What genre of music do you like? 

I like everything from pop, classic rock, 70’s and 80’s, pop country, singer/songwriter... 

 

Keep reading... 

 

Genre of books? 

Mystery  

 

 
What is the most difficult thing with teaching during the pandemic? 

Not being able to see the sweet faces of my kindergartners. Kindergarten is such a pivotal 
time for phonetic awareness. Masks make it very challenging.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 


