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"The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field; and this is 

smaller than all other seeds, but when it is full grown, it is larger than the garden plants and becomes a 

tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches” Matthew 13:31-32 



 

 

To me, the greatest pleasure of writing is not what it's about, but the 

inner music the words make. ~Truman Capote 
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First Grade 

Spring Poems  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Second Grade 
Bible Stories and Book Reviews 

 
By: Genevieve Lordan 

I recommend Daniel and the Lions. It can be found in the Old Testament.  In this 

story, Darius is the king of Babylon and makes a new law that for the next 30 days 

you should pray only to him.  Daniel kept praying to God and was thrown into the 

lion’s den. God sent an Angel to save him.  It is my favorite story because it 

teaches me that you should always trust in God. 

 

By: Katherine Nowik 

I recommend Jesus is Coming. It can be found in the New Testament.  In this story, 

Jesus came to John, and He told him to write the Bible.  It is my favorite story 

because it is a good way of reminding me of Jesus.  It tells me that every bad thing 

on Earth comes to an end. 

 

By: Tess Gillespie 

The story I chose is the Lame Man. The story can be found in the New Testament.  

In this story, a man was on a step. The disciples came up to the man, and the man 

could not walk. The disciples said in Jesus’ name stand up and walk! My favorite 

part of the story is when they healed the man. 

 

By: Juliana Shea 

The story I chose is A Poor Widow’s Gift.  This story can be found in the New 

Testament.  In this story, a poor woman gave all the money she had.  All the rich 

people put a lot in the box.  My favorite part of the story is when Jesus sees she did 

a good deed. 

 

By: Adelynn Swann 

A book I love is Diary of a Spider.  I love this book because Spider’s friend is a 

fly.  They get along well.  I love the part when Spider’s Grandpa flew away to 

Paris.  He sent a postcard. 

 

 

 

 



By: Caden Ksiazek 

A book I love is Diary of a Spider.  I love this book because it is funny, and also I 

think that even if you are different you can still be friends.  I love the part when 

Spider was doing the vacuum drill and Spider yelled “Help!” 

 

By: Lundyn Kramli 

I think the best part of Diary of a Spider, by Doreen Cronin was when Spider said, 

“I forgot where I was going,” and ran screaming from the room.  It was so funny! 

 

By: Michael Antolino 

I think the best part of Dex: the heart of a hero, by Caralyn Buehner was when 

Dex saved Cleevis from falling out of the tree. 

 

By: Amelia DeRisi 

A book I love is Officer Buckle and Gloria.  I love this book because it is about 

Officer Buckle.  He gave safety speeches, and he brought a dog and the news took 

a clip of it. Officer Buckle got mad at Gloria, but then he forgave her. I love the 

part when Officer Buckle forgave her. 

 

By: Sadie Katz 

A book I love is Dogs.  I love this book because I have two dogs and I take care of 

them. I know a lot about them. I love the part when it shows a picture of a dog 

chewing a bone because the dog has puppy eyes. 

 

By: Taylor Feller 

A book I love is Helen Keller.  I love this book because it tells about a girl who 

was blind and deaf and what happened, and it tells the order it happened. I love the 

part when she got famous and when reporters starting writing about her. 

 

By: John Myers 

I think the best part of Penguin Chick by Betty Tatham was when the egg cracks 

open because that’s when the chick comes out and is born. 

 

By: Patrick McGinley 

I think the best part of Luke Goes to Bat by Rachel Isadora was when Luke found 

the ball that Jackie Robinson hit that night.  It’s my favorite part because it was hit 

by his favorite player. 

 



2nd Grade Color Poems! 

 
Blue is the color of a calming sea,  

The bright sky,  

And a yummy berry! 

By: Luke McGovern 

 

Blue is the color of a bright sky,  

A chirping blue jay,  

And a flying kite.  

By: Austin Zanoni 

 
 

Green is the color of the pretty grass,  

The cool trees 

And leaves on flowers.  

By: Madison Stein 

 

Green is the color of a pretty tree,  

A loud frog,  

And amazing grass 

By: Alexander Kourtsounis 
 



What Would You Have Grow on Trees?  

 

I would have books grow on trees.  I love to read. I would have Big 

Head books like Sacagawea, Princess Diana and Anne Frank.  Instead of 

borrowing books at the library, I can get one from the tree. I can read 

whenever I want.  

By: Riley Papp 

 

I would have hot dogs grow on my tree.  I would want them because 

they are one of my favorite foods, and in the summer no one has to 

make them.  I would want them to be not too hot, but not too cold.  I 

would go outside and take one off my tree. So many people would love 

my tree.   

By: Sammy Sudnick 

 

If I could have something grow on trees, it would be Legos because you 

can build towers with them. Legos are strong, too.  

By: Brian Farrell 

 

If I could have something grow on trees, it would be video games. My 

cousin and I LOVE to play them, especially when we play them together.  

By: Ian McAtee 

 

 

 

 



Third Grade 
The Best Part of Me! 

 

 

By: Jackson Knowski 

There are many things that make people different.  The best part of 

me is my hands.  I picked my hands because I use them for many 

different things. 

My hands are the best part of me because I can touch fish, go 

crabbing and put in my contacts to help me see.  My hands also help me 

to pet my dog and to get his food.  

The best part of me is my hands because they help me to do many 

things.  What is the best part of you?  

 

By: Jillian Dippolito 

There are many things that make people special and unique. One thing 

that makes me feel unique is my hair. 

My hair is the best part of me because when it’s a hot day my hair 

starts to become wavy, and I love that.  I also love when it touches my 

back because it makes me feel free – I love that feeling. Another 

reason my hair is the best part of me is because I love to brush it; it’s 

always smooth and calm.  Sometimes I brush my hair two or three 

times a day.   

My hair is the best part of me because it makes me feel unique, free 

and calm.  What is the best part of you that makes you feel special and 

unique?  

 

 

 

 



By: Madeline Powell 

There are many things that make you unique.  What makes me unique is 

my eyes. 

The best part about me is my eyes.  I like my eyes because they help 

me read my books, see the path in front of me and the road ahead.  I 

love my eyes because I have the shape of my mom’s eyes are the color 

of my dad’s eyes.  I love my eyes!  

My eyes are the best part of me because I feel special when I talk 

about my eyes.  What is the best part of you? 

 

By: Maddie Wengert 

Everyone is special in a way no matter what. I’m going to tell you what 

makes me special!  The best part of me is that I’m active. 

Here are some ways in my life that I’m active!  I like to spend a lot of 

time outside because I like being in nice weather and doing fun things 

with my neighbors.  Another reason I’m active is because in the 

summer, I like to go to my Nana & Poppy’s pool to swim with my cousins.  

Sometimes I bring my bike to their house.  Speaking of my bike, I love 

to ride my bike to the neighborhood next to mine with my dad, brother 

and my neighbors!  I have a blast! 

Thank you for reading all about the different ways I am active!  I hope 

you enjoyed it! 

 

 

By: Beckett Donohue 

Hi, I’m Beckett Donohue, and the best part of me is my 

creativity.  I like to use my imagination in many different ways.  I am 

always thinking of new ideas.  My brain is always going and thinking of 

new inventions. Read on to learn more about me.  

One way I am creative is that I like to make new games for my 

brothers to play.  Maybe I’ll be an inventor someday!  I also like to 

think of new company ideas.  I watch a lot of Shark Tank.  Maybe I’ll 



be an entrepreneur!  Lastly, I enjoy writing stories and jingles. My 

parents say I will be in advertising when I am older! 

No matter what, there’s no stopping my wild imagination.  It makes life 

fun! 

 

By: Rian Mason 

The best part of me is my athleticism. I exercise every other day for 

15 or more minutes. Sometimes I exercise with my whole family.  

 

I play a lot of sports.  I play basketball, baseball, and soccer. I still 

want to play more.  My dad is my coach for basketball and baseball, and 

my brother and cousin’s soccer team coach. My favorite teams for 

basketball, baseball and football are the Sixers and the Heat, Phillies 

and Pirates, and Eagles and Cowboys.  

Thank you for reading the best part of me.  

 

By: Lillian Cosenza 

Oh, hello there! I’m Lilly, and I am going to tell you some facts about 

me.  

The best part of me is that I am excellent at drawing and coloring.  I 

really enjoy drawing the most. I like to watch shows, shows and more 

shows about drawing and artists like Picasso.  Drawing and coloring are 

very calming. It’s like a swan swimming gracefully down a stream.  

I like to be peaceful and pray because I always want God to know that 

I love Him with my whole heart.  

OK, well we’re running out of time, so I guess we should all peace out! 

Bye folks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



By: Bethenny John 

Hi, my name is Bethenny John.  I am going to tell you how I am unique.  

The best part of me is that I am faithful.  

I am faithful because I pray day and night, morning and afternoon. I 

also go to church every Sunday.  I think being with God is great.  He 

helps me in every way.  Another reason is that I sing in church no 

matter what.  It helps me pay attention to God.  

That is the best part of me.  Thank you for reading.  Be kind to 

everyone.  

 

By: Susan Donovan 

Hi, I am Susan, and I am funny, smart, faithful, kind, helpful, athletic 

and compassionate, but one of these I think I am the most.  I think I 

am the most faithful.  

I am the most faithful because I love GOD with all my heart and soul.  

I also think I am faithful because I teach my little sister all the things 

you need to know about GOD and Jesus.  I teach my sister all the 

different things because she needs to know our real history.  I love 

being faithful because I feel more comfortable being able to be 

forgiven.  

Thank you for listening to the best part of me.  I hope you liked my 

story.  You should think about the best part of you!  Have a great day! 

 

By: William Marino 

Hi, my name is William Marino, and the best part of me is that I am 

faithful.  I hope you enjoy reading this.  The reason that I picked 

faithful for the best part of me is because I am faithful to God and 

being faithful is good.  

Some reasons I am faithful are because I go to church, and at church 

I worship God.  Another reason is because I love God with all my heart, 

mind, and soul, because He is the one true God. I am also faithful 

because I believe that Jesus rose from the dead, even though I did 

not see it.  One more reason I think I am faithful is I believe that 



there is only one true God, Jesus’ father, the Creator of Heaven and 

earth, and that we should worship Him.  

I hope you enjoyed reading this, and my brother is Greyson, so be sure 

to read his.  Also, thanks for reading, and a fact about me is that I 

play football with my cat, Penny.  Make sure to pray to God!  Bye fellas! 

 

By: Brendan Riely 

The best part of me is my hands because they make me unique in a very 

special way.  This is why.  

I love my hands because they help me pick up my pencil and write 

letters to my lovely family.  I also love my hands because they help me 

to throw a football to my playful brothers.  They also help me hug my 

wonderful parents.  They also help me build sand castles with all of my 

cousins!  They also help me build snowmen in the FREEEEEZING snow! 

I picked my hands because they are very special to me, and I can do all 

kinds of things! 

 

By: Austyn Murray 

The best part of me is my heart because it is a big part of me that 

makes me, ME! 

The best part of me is my heart because my heart brings me closer to 

God.  God loves you no matter what.  Your heart is where you store all 

your love.  That’s where I store mine.  My heart brings me closer to my 

family and friends.  I know in my heart they will always have my back.  

My heart helps me love my siblings and my parents.  If you love, you will 

go to Heaven with God and all the angels and saints.  My heart is filled 

with so much love.  

You should love God, yourself and others with all your heart.  My heart 

is filled with so much love for so many things.  It is the best part of 

me! 

 

 

 



By: Jayden Jirele 

The best part of me is my legs. I like my legs because they help me run 

and play.  I like my legs because they help me play my sports and my 

favorite sport, which is basketball.  In basketball, my legs help me run 

up and down the court.  

Also, my legs help me score free throws. My legs make me tall which 

helps me play my favorite sport, too!  I also like my legs because they 

wiggle and jiggle all day. My legs help me play my favorite games at 

recess. Outside, I play tag with my friends.  

My legs help me help my Mom.  Without them, I would not be able to 

help take out the trash!  Without my legs, I could not walk my dog, 

Kobe. I like my legs because they help me.  I picked my legs because 

they are strong and powerful, and they help me do things that I love.  

 

 

 

 

 



Fourth Grade  
Positively Poetic! 

 
By: Caylie Ksiazek 

I am hard-working, and I never give up. 

I wonder what it’s like to be famous.  

I hear the waves crashing on the shore.  

I see gymnasts flipping in the air.  

I wish I could be an Olympic gymnast.  

I am hard-working, and I never give up.  

 

I pretend that I am famous world-wide.  

I feel like I can do anything I set my mind to.  

I touch the chalky bar.  

I worry that I might break something.  

I cry when I get stressed.  

I am hard-working, and I never give up.  

 

I understand that you can’t be perfect.  

I say not to worry because everything will be fine.  

I dream that COVID will be over soon.  

I try to do my best in everything.  

I hope I can get into a good college.  

I am hard-working, and I never give up.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



By: Eva Palestini 
I am a good friend. 

I wonder what the future will look like.  

I hear the wind singing, it whispers God’s voice.  

I see the lovely sunshine.  

I wish to hug Jesus.  

I am a good friend.  

 

I pretend I am at the beach.  

I feel sad when the world is suffering.  

I touch a fluffy, crazy dog named Jackie.  

I worry about death or being alone.  

I cry because my friend left the school.  

I pretend I am at the beach.  

 

I understand the importance of personal space.  

I say that Jesus is wonderful.  

I dream of a new world.  

I try to focus and get good grades.  

I am a good friend. 

 

By: Audrey Reinert 

I am a lover of flamingos.  

I wonder what my future will be like.  

I hear the waves waiting for me to jump in.  

I see the clouds making shapes.  

I wish that COVID would be over.  

I am a lover of flamingos.  

 

I pretend to be a rescue vet.  

I feel love at home.  

I touch my soft blanket 

I worry that I might mess up.  



I cry when I think of bad things about the future.  

I am a lover of flamingos.  

 

I understand that life can be difficult.  

I say, “How rude!” to people.  

I dream that I will go to Australia. 

I try to get good grades.  

I hope to be a mother.  

I am a lover of flamingoes.  

 

 

By: Elizabeth Wikoff 

I am good at Karate. 

I wonder how wild animals treat each other.  

I hear chirping birds in the morning.  

I see my classmates every day.  

I wish upon a shooting star.  

I am good at Karate.  

 

I pretend to be a movie character.  

I feel silly when I laugh.  

I worry about what’s going to happen in the future.  

I cry when my friends and I are separated.  

I am good at Karate.  

 

I understand what my teacher says to me.  

I say be loving to all, even if they aren’t loving back.  

I dream COVID will be over soon.  

I try to do well in school.  

I hope to do well in every subject.  

I am good at Karate.  

 

 



Hyperboles! By: Madeline Shantzer 

 

What I Love Most about Spring! 

By: Phoebe Downing 

 

What I love most about Spring is the nice weather. 

I love the flowers blooming and the sunshine.  

It is a great time to play outside.  

I love Spring because it is softball season. 

I love Spring! 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



These are “Block Poems.” Students selected words from an article to 

create a poem and you read only the words outlined in black.  

 
By: Harrison Wisniewski 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



By: Stella Rosso 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spectacular Saints 



 



Fifth Grade 
Noteworthy Narratives! 

 

 
 

My First Wave 
By: Madison Marinoff 

 
I was so excited, happy, and joyful! I was going to my best friend's 

house! A couple hours later, I arrived at Natalie's house. My location was 
Stone Harbor. When I arrived, we went to the beach straight away! We 
grabbed two surfboards and went with a towel and smiles on our faces. 
Mrs. Esposito, Nat´s mom, was going to meet us there. When Nat and I 
went there, we immediately went into the water. She taught me how to 
paddle out and get only the big waves, the best ones. 
     After a while of surfing, I finally got my first wave! I stood on the board 
for a good 10 seconds, then fell off, but I stood on for a good couple 
seconds!  What made it even happier, was that Natalie told me on her first 
day she couldn't stand on the board and that she was really proud of me. I 
really enjoyed surfing, especially with Natalie. 
     Last, we went to the playground. Her friends met us at the playground, 
we had so much fun. We all went on the swings for almost the entire time. 
Then, she said to me, “I will give you a quarter if you jump off the swings 
and land it.” Of course, I landed the jump because I have been jumping off 
swings for half a decade. After a long day, we went back home and went to 
sleep. Natalie never gave me that quarter to this day, and I went to her 
house in the summer!!!!!!!!!!!!! But I guess it is okay. 
 

 
The Best Gift 

By: Grace Dever 
 

 On September 24, 2017, we got our yellow lab names Bo. As soon as 
we woke up, everyone was ready to go.  We got ready, ate and loaded up 
our big black car. The car ride was so long; it was two hours. “I am so 
excited,” exclaimed my mom.  



 As we walked into the breeder’s huge brown house, I saw a little tiny 
puppy staring right at us.  He was surrounded by toys.  She told us that 
was our dog. My parents talked with her, while my sister Anna and I played 
with our dog. “He is so soft,” said my sister Anna.  
 We brought him home, and he fell asleep in my mom’s arms. “He is 
going to be our best friend!” exclaimed my sister. He ran around in the 
grass and was so happy. “I love him so much,” I said. Then, Bo took a long 
nap.  
 When I went to bed that night, I thought of how lucky I was to now 
have that dog.  Bo is a yellow lab who is 3-years-old now, and he is my 
best friend!    
 

A Walk in the Woods 
By: Natalie Dunn 

 
My grandpa, brother, and I were thinking about going for a walk in the 

woods. My dad told us about a lake on the back side of the woods and we 
decided to try and find it. Before we left, we made sure that we were 
prepared.  We gathered jackets, an umbrella, water and snacks, and our 
walking sticks. Since it was early fall, we heard leaves crunching and the 
birds chirping as we walked through the woods.  We started off on a faint 
dirt trail, but after a while, the trail ended and we ended up getting lost.  “I 
wonder if we'll make it to the lake before dark,” I thought to myself. After 
what seemed like forever, we finally found the lake! The lake was 
surrounded by trees of all different colors - red, orange, yellow, and 
green.  As the sun shone on the lake, it looked like a rainbow of fall 
colors.  We took a bunch of photos before it started to get dark and headed 
back to my grandparents’ house.   
 
            “That was so fun!” said my brother Owen as we walked home. 
Luckily, we were able to find another trail back.  It really was the best day 
ever! We got to explore the woods and found the hidden lake.   When we 
got home, we had a very detailed story to tell my mom and grandmother!  A 
few months later, we went into the woods again.  That time, we took a 
different trail and found so many things along the way! But that's a different 
story! After our first adventure, we now go exploring pretty often when we 
visit our grandparents’ house! 
 



 
A New Book 

By: Alexis Czerniak 
 
 Do you know what the Harry Potter Series is? Well, I sure 
do! It’s one of my favorite series of all time! 
 
 It all started one fateful day in 2017.  I was seven years 

old, and my dad had just bought a case full of all the Harry Potter books. 
He was talking to my sister. Since I was in the vicinity of them, I was 
obviously trying to listen to what they were saying. Their words were meek, 
but as clear as ever.  
 “Harry Potter,” my dad said.  “Harry Potter?” I questioned, “What’s 
that?” As I listened more, I realized what it was. A book series about a 
young wizard. Since I was looking for a new book to read (having read all 
the personal library), I emerged from the shadows, giving my dad and sister 
quite a fright in doing so. “I heard you guys talking about Harry Potter, and I 
am interested,” I said calmly.  
 
 “Oh, so you hear me now, but not when I ask you to clean?” my dad 
said jokingly. “I just want to hear more about the book,” I told him 
impatiently.  

“Do you want me to read it to you?” he asked. “No, I want to read it 
myself,” I said.  “Are you sure? This is a big book Lexi,” he said, thinking I 
would change my answer.  “Yes, I’m sure. I have read big books before,” I 
reminded him. “Yea, I guess you can,” he told me. 
 I was excited but scared. I took the huge book and started to read. As 
soon as the words flooded into my brain, they warmed my heart.  
 Later that day, I had already read almost five chapters, which are 
pretty big.  The more I read, the more I fell in love with the book.  I was 
finally happy that I had a book that I liked and would challenge me at the 
same time! Now, three years later, I would never change a thing about that 
day. 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 



“The Most Magical Place on Earth” 
By: Jimmy McGinley 

 
Do you believe in magic?  If you do 

not, you have not visited Disney World. 
Disney World is the most magical place you 
can ever visit. It is so fun for people of all 
ages who go there. Disney is so magical 

because of the amazing amusement parks, the exciting rides, and the 
unforgettable family time. 

Disney World has four amazing amusement parks on its property in 
Orlando, Florida.  These parks are Magic Kingdom, Hollywood Studios, 
Epcot, and Animal Kingdom.  They each have their own unique magic. 
Magic Kingdom takes you down Main Street U.S.A. while Cinderella’s 
castle is in view.  You can also visit Hollywood Studios and become a 
Jedi.  Epcot lets you visit 11 countries of the world in one day.  You are 
transported to Asia and Africa when you go to Animal Kingdom.  You can 
even go on safari.   

Another magical thing about Disney World is the rides.  These rides 
are not like the rides you find at a carnival.  These rides tell a story and 
take you to faraway places.  The Tower of Terror in Hollywood Studios has 
you taking a ride on an old elevator.  In Magic Kingdom ghosts dance 
around you on the Haunted Mansion ride.  The best rides at Disney World 
are the 4-dimensional rides, like Soarin’ at Epcot.  This ride is a flight 
simulator where you fly all around the world.  On this ride you actually feel 
the mist from waterfalls, and smell the dirt of the savanna.   

The most magical part of Disney World is the happiness you feel with 
your family when you are there.  Visiting Disney World is the perfect spot 
for families to be together.  Everyone is happy and excited about all of the 
fun things to do.  You make family memories that will stay with you 
forever.   

Everyone who goes to Disney feels the magic.  You feel the 
happiness the minute you get off the airplane in Orlando.  In conclusion, 
Disney World is the most magical place on Earth because of the different 
amusement parks, the unique rides, and the wonderful family memories 
you make.   

 
 

 
 



The Day I was Gifted with Dexter 
 By: Grant DeChellis 

 
 It was October 2017, and I was waiting for my new dog, Dexter, at my 
Lola’s house. I asked my Lola, “Would you want a dog?”  At first, there was 
silence. Then my Lola said, “No, I am scared of dogs.” 
 Just then, my parents walked in with the new dog. He was so scared! 
He just hid in the corner for the majority of the time. I asked my mom, “Why 
is Dexter so scared?” “Well, he is in a new place,” she explained. 

I couldn’t wait for the extraordinary memories I would experience with 
Dexter. But one of my first memories with him was about to happen, and it 
wasn’t fun. I asked my parents if I could hold Dexter. My parents picked 
Dexter up to put in my arms, I felt Dexter’s adorable furry face. While 
Dexter was giving me puppy eyes, I felt my arm getting wet. POOF! I had 
gotten peed on! I started asking everyone in the room, “Why is this 
happening to me?”  

“He just thought you were a fire hydrant!” Lola exclaimed.  I was 
furious, but I was still laughing. Everyone in the room was also laughing. I 
knew I had a couple of interesting years ahead with Dexter. Although I did 
not enjoy that first meeting, I was very happy for my other dog Maggie 
because she would finally have a friend.  
 
 
 

Dolphin Surprise 
By: Natalie Esposito 

 
One hot summer day, my two friends 
and I went surfing together!  The waves 
were wonderful!  Since Merie and I live 
near each other, we strolled to 83rd 
Street together.  
 
When we got down to the beach, we felt the water.  It was really warm, so 
we got our leashes on and ran out there!  
 
When I was putting my leash on, I could hear the waves crashing hard!  My 
other friend, Shane, was coming later. There were so many surfers out 
there! I got my first wave of the day, it was a good one. One bad thing was 
that there was a gully, so the waves were not very long.  



 
After a while, Shane came out. We all had so much fun together!  We 
laughed, we caught some good and bad waves, and much more!   
 
We were out there for a while by now, and Shane went in. Merie and I 
stayed out and tried to catch some waves!  The waves had died out by now 
and most of the surfers had gone in, so Merie and I just laid on our boards 
and talked!  My dad also paddled out with us, then Shane finally came back 
out.  
 
Merie and I had been in the water for about a half an hour by now.  While 
we were talking and having fun, Bottlenose dolphins swam right 
underneath us!  I was screaming, “Awwww!” Merie was freaking out, 
screaming, “Ahhhh!”  Shane was screaming both! 
 
Merie was very frightened, and I felt that there was no way this was 
happening right now!  I was amazed.  If you know me, I love dolphins, and I 
guess Merie doesn’t.  After that crazy moment, we paddled in.  
 
That was the most of my surfing day. I can’t even describe how I felt – so 
many mixed emotions – grateful, amused, excited, happy, and overjoyed.  
This was a day I will never forget! 
 
 

Stories with Nana 
By: Julia Bonko 

 
 I lifted the soft and comfy blanket as I slipped into my nice warm bed. 
My heart raced as my Nana started telling her amazing story.  
 
 “Once upon a time…” my Nana began to whisper. The clock ticked as 
my Nana talked sweetly.  My Nana’s stories are my favorite.  
 
After a while, we were half way through the story at the part when my 
brothers and I caught the criminals.  She then yawned, “I’m tired and it’s 
getting late. Time for bed, Julia.” 
 
 “No! Not yet!” I exclaimed. “You haven’t gotten to the best part!” 
“Okay, okay. I’ll finish the story,” my Nana sighed.  
 



She continued the story, but not even three minutes later, I was dead 
asleep. My Nana slowly got out of her chair, quietly creeped toward me, 
peacefully tucked me in, and whispered in my ear, “Good night, Julia. I love 
you.”  I felt very comforted, then I drifted into dreams.  
 
 

A Gift from God 
By: Claire Nipper 

 
“Everyone wake up, wake up, wake up!” I hollered.  
 
To start the day, my whole family woke up, got dressed in warm clothes, 
and jumped into our car. It was a cold day, and there was a lot of 
anticipation.  
 
Then we drove three hours to get Lucy.  We arrived at the breeders and 
saw so many Labrador Retrievers.  I heard cardinals chirping, dogs 
barking, and people laughing with joy.  
 
Next, I saw a little fence with Labrador Retriever puppies playing within it. 
Then, I saw her.  A little yellow lab in the grass, enjoying the sun.  Lucy was 
a cutest thing I had ever seen.  My heart exploded with love.  
 
My family got out of the car to see her.  My dad questioned, “How old is 
she?”  I picked Lucy up, and we immediately feel in love with each other.  
Lucy gave me so many kisses and nibbled my finger.  Finally, we got in the 
car and we cuddled.  
 
“I love Lucy so much!” I exclaimed.  I felt so ecstatic, and I felt like I was 
going to cry tears of joy.   
 
Lucy fell asleep on me, and I fell asleep with her.  I always knew that I 
would get a dog someday, but I never knew how much Lucy and I would 
love and trust each other.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Joyful Thanksgiving 
By: Aubrie Windish 

 
It was Thanksgiving Day, and I was so thrilled!  In the beginning of the day, 
I heard people walking in the door, so I jumped for joy.  
 
Before dinner, my cousins Gabe and Tyler were wrestling, and it was 
hilarious.  I was way too fired up to eat.  
 
My cousins, siblings, and I all sat on the sunroom couch, so we could take 
a photo.  “I don’t like pictures,” my cousin Tyler murmured.  
 
“It’s time for dinner!” I exclaimed while giggling. When we got to the dining 
room, everyone sat down.  I saw all the amazing food on the table. It made 
my stomach growl.  We had turkey, cranberry slices, stuffing, crème corn, 
mashed potatoes, and biscuits. “The food looks so good!” everyone 
exclaimed. Before we ate, we prayed.  
 
Later, we went around the table and said what we were thankful for.  I even 
wrote a Thanksgiving letter to share with my family.  
 
After everyone finished, we had our famous apple pie.  All the parents, 
aunts, uncles and grandparents watched football, while the kids played fun 
games.  
 
In the end, I felt so grateful to have such a wonderful family.  I would never 
regret anything.  This was definitely the best Thanksgiving! 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Sixth Grade 
Excellent Essays!  

 
By: Abigail Marino 

 

Every kid dreams about growing up so that they can vote or drive their very own car. 

Meanwhile, adults look back longingly at their childhood days, and dream of having that level of 

freedom again. It is okay to dream, but to be happy in life, the key is appreciating everything that 

you have been given. Kids enjoy play-dates, and field-trips, while adults enjoy dining and late-

night television shows. Each age has its blessings and drawbacks, but every age is special. 

Learning about both the pros and cons of childhood, and adulthood, can help you to appreciate 

being a kid, and look forward to all that adulthood has in store for you. 

Being a kid is a lot of fun, and it is a wonderful period of time to look back on once you 

become an adult. Often, kids cannot do everything for themselves, so their lives are commonly 

managed for them. Because of this, most children have a lot of free time. While adults are 

working, kids get to play outside, read, draw, or do anything else that they want to. Children also 

don’t have to worry about things like bills and taxes. On the opposite side, a negative facet about 

being a kid is that you can’t make your own decisions. Most children’s parents make a lot of 

choices for them. Another downside is being regarded like you don’t know anything. Adults 

assume that children aren’t educated in certain topics just because they are younger. During 

childhood, we will face annoyances like this, but we will also experience many good things. 

Overall, it is very important to appreciate everything that childhood gives us. 

Like childhood, adulthood is also a roller coaster. Sometimes things go your way, and 

sometimes they just don’t. For example, adults are privileged with the ability to drive. However, 

if they get into an accident, they will be responsible for the charges and repairs. Another benefit 

of being an adult is that you can make your own decisions. You can choose what time you go to 

bed, what food you eat, and where you go. As an adult, you are also allowed to vote and use a 

credit card. The drawback is paying for all that you do. Being an adult means that you have to 

worry about bills and taxes; you can no longer depend on your parents to provide for you. You 

have to work to pay for your own food, clothes, and home, which limits your free time. It may be 

hard to manage your adult life at first, but it will become easier. As they say, “With age comes 

wisdom.”  

Adults may long for their childhood days, and kids may rush growing up, but every stage 

of life is important for its own reasons. Without a doubt, you will face both pros and cons along 

the way, but if you try to look for the pros, you will find yourself a lot happier. We also have to 

remember to try not to take daily life for granted. Adults may hate driving people places, while 

most kids can’t wait to get their license. Children may hate completing a few chores now and 

then, but they should be grateful that they aren’t responsible for everything their parents do. Like 

Peter Pan said, “Once you’re grown up, you can’t come back.” So today, stop and appreciate all 

the privileges that life has given you. 

 



 

By: Grace Gillespie 

 

Reading is something people have done since the 10 hundreds, and through my years, I 

have read many, many amazing books! But by far my favorite is Middle School Worst Years of 

My Life, this story is a tale about a kid named Rafe Khatchadorian struggling with school and 

home. The school he goes to, Hill Village Middle School, is very strict, so strict it has a blue 

book filled with rules upon rules to follow to get by at this school. As he sat and listened to the 

teacher read every rule, a genius idea popped into his head, breaking all the rules in the book 

before the year ends.  James Patterson is a great writer; his stories are so amazingly detailed. 

Even though he is an adult, you would think he is just a middle school kid writing about life. He 

really paints a vivid picture in your head!! Rafe reminds me of someone in my family. They are 

daring and would take a chance. Come with me on the journey of my favorite story! If you 

decide to come along, you’ll find the main characters, the main issue in the text, and finally why 

it relates to my life. What are you waiting for, come on! 

Middle School the Worst Years of my Life has four main characters. First of all, there is 

the big troublemaker in the story, Rafe Khatchadorian. He is facing many struggles. These 

include, middle school, family issues, finally what I think is the hardest problem to face is his 

best friend, as well as brother, passed away earlier in the year. What I think is the saddest part is 

that he is still talking to him and can still see him. For some reason, that breaks my heart! Second 

is Leonardo. Leonardo is Rafe's brother who passed away. In the story, it never really says 

anything about his death, but you can infer that he passed away as the story goes on. Third, 

Rafe’s future step-father, Carl. He is mean to both the kids and the mom, but Rafe and his little 

sister, Georgia, do not find out what he has been doing to his mom until the end. Lastly, is Julie 

Khatchadorian. As you can probably tell, this is Rafe's mom. Rafe adores his mom and would 

not want anyone to hurt her ever.  

 This story has many problems mixed into it. One of which is the obvious - Rafe wanting 

to break all the rules in the school rule book. Let’s focus on that, and I will tell you why he felt 

he needed to do that. Rafe Khatchadorian goes to HVMS, otherwise known as Hill Village 

Middle School. This school is intensely strict with a big book called the code of conduct, pages 

16-23. So our little daredevil of the story tried to break all the rules for points, this was found on 

page 28. Leo makes up the ideas to break the rules, and Rafe follows through with them. 

Furthermore, he wanted to do this without getting caught by his mom. Well, I think we all know 

where that is going. Equally important, is Rafe's home issues. This mainly consists of Rafe’s 

step-father-to-be, Carl, in other words, Bear, that engaging topic was brought up on page 38. I 

know that that may sound strange, but in the story, Carl really does seem like a Bear. Rafe 

strongly despises him. On the contrary, in some ways I think that Rafe is being a bit irrational 

when he says Carl is always mean. Wow, looking back on it now, Rafe Khatchadorian has had 

many hardships in his life.  

You may be wondering, why should I read this book? What made it connect to you? 

Well, it is your lucky day because in this paragraph, I will be telling you how it connected to my 

life. One of the most distinct reasons is because he is a middle-schooler, as am I. Furthermore, I 

can relate to his discomfort because of his family issues. I feel we have all gone through hard 

times. In addition to, I would say that I am not too much of a rule follower, but I'm also not that 

much of a troublemaker, I would say I am a good mix. The reason I say I can relate to this 



because in the beginning of the book, Rafe was a good kid, but then middle school came, and he 

turned bad. To me, finding a good book is all about figuring out how it relates to you.   

 Wow that was fun! I hope you will decide to read this story. He really is someone NOT 

to look up to, am I right? I mean breaking all the rules, that's a bit much if you ask me!  One final 

question, do you think you would have the guts to break every rule in your school's code of 

conduct? I don't think I would do this!  

                

By: Kate Marsden 
 

I one-hundred percent believe that high school seniors have to take a competency test 

before graduating. I believe this for three reasons: a competency test proves a level of reading, it 

verifies that the student has a certain level of understanding in a subject, and the test shows 

evidence that teachers are teaching age appropriate curriculums. First, a competency test proves 

a level of reading that a person needs to perform daily activities in life.  For example, if a student 

becomes a parent and he or she cannot read, then that person may give their child a wrong 

prescription and their child could get severely sick.  Next, a competency test certifies that a 

person has enough understanding of a subject. If the student fails the test, then the student can 

hire a tutor to help study for the test, and if the student still does not pass, then he/she would need 

to repeat their grade level until they pass to confirm a solid level of understanding. Finally, a 

competency test provides proof that teachers are teaching age appropriate curriculums to their 

students. This holds teachers responsible for teaching their students.  As you can see, 

competency tests are extremely important and all students should have to take the test before 

graduating. 

 

 

By: Ben Robbins 

 

Kids these days have been acquiring many horrible habits. This is because they are 

growing up and are about to go through the teenager phase. This might be because their parents 

aren’t keeping an eye on their kids. Teenagers and middle-school kids also have many other 

problems besides behavior. Some of these problems include disobeying family and friends, 

focusing too much on their electronics, and also not getting enough sleep or physical activity. 

First off, kids are having issues with disobeying family and friends. A reason why they 

are disobeying others is simply because they do not want to do the things that people tell them to 

do. Another reason this is happening is because they are changing and growing up. One example 

of this is when your parents tell you to take out the trash. What I would do is I would take it out, 

but some kids would disobey their parents and not take it out. Furthermore, disobedience can 

lead to stress in and out of school, personality changes, and also mental problems. In conclusion, 

delinquency and disobedience is probably one of the worst problems a child could have.  

Next, I will talk about how children are obsessed with electronics or video games. On 

average, teenagers and kids spend about 6 hours a day on their devices! That is way too much 

screen time. This much time looking at phones can have long-term health problems. A couple of 

them are having eye issues, brain problems, and also headaches. They can also have mental 

problems like stress and have the tendency to say bad things. Furthermore, electronics can 



prevent sleep and can create a bad snoozing schedule. In my opinion, staying on electronics is 

very painful mentally and for health as a whole.  

Lastly, numerous kids haven’t been getting enough physical activity or exercise. This is 

because they are on electronics for too long. No exercise means that you might become obese or 

overweight. Obesity can then lead to eating lots of sweets and not eating enough fruits and 

vegetables. Obesity can also lead to some health problems including difficulty breathing and not 

being able to do normal activities every day. In my opinion, this is a ginormous problem that 

some kids face today. 

In conclusion, children have been getting into too many problems that can harm them and 

change their personalities. In my opinion, these are definitely the worst problems that kids today 

can get into. Furthermore, I think that parents should keep a better eye on their children because 

they might be getting into trouble. I think that someone needs to go up in front of the world, and 

talk about this topic. Hopefully this problem will get fixed soon! 

 

 

 

By: Ian Schneider 

 

Without a doubt, each age has a few troublesome trends influencing minds, styles, and 

general attitudes. There are many hardships facing this generation, but most are things probing 

the world at this day and age that were unheard of many moons ago. Children, around the age of 

twelve, have many preferences that differ from ages of the years of the past. Over the past 

decades, humanity has created new technologies superior to the older designs, but with these new 

triumphs have come gargantuan hardships, such as the distractions of phones, and computers. No 

age has seen problems such as these until this age, and the effect is tremendous against this 

generation’s youth. The age of twelve in the twentieth century has aroused problems of too much 

screen time, wrong influence, and one of the biggest problems of them all, social media! 

 Adolescents are playing video games and watching TV for hours without stop. Screens 

are being used in free-time, at school, and in almost every place on the planet. The side effects of 

too many screens could be devastating for eyesight, and the time spent on screens could be used 

for something more productive. This time could be used to do stuff like homework, play outside, 

ride a bike, or even wash a car. Though watching TV and video games is one problem, a major 

one is the usage of electronic devices in schools. Although they may be faster, this eliminates 

eyesight, and we’re still going to use screens at home anyway. While some people may limit 

screen time to the recommended amount of two hours per day, there is no clock to monitor our 

screen usage at school, so we may break this limit. With the vast amount of technology in our 

world, we may keep typing on computers instead of writing on a good old paper back. No screen 

could substitute for the real thing! 

 Secondly, every day young people are being influenced by others to do harmful things to 

themselves, the planet, and others. Children may be littering, taking drugs, or bullying others just 

because they do not want to be “uncool.” People are constantly getting themselves into 

troublesome quarrels because of peer pressure from their so-called “friends.” Some juveniles are 

being told to make trouble by their false friends so that the others can just watch and laugh. At 

last, the main problem is that kids are being pressured so much by friends, parents, and work that 

they take drugs, and other harmful things to get a temporary relief of their stress. Twelve-year-

olds sadly also do a mix of all of those because they may live in a bad neighborhood where they 



joined gangs, hurt others, littered, vaped, and smoked because that was all they knew, and were 

pressured to do. 

 Subsequently, social media is influencing young friendships, and emotionally hurting 

many millions of young people each day. People post things on these platforms to share their 

success with others, but some people are having a crisis in their own life, so they drag others 

down to their level to try to release anger. This act is called cyberbullying, so if one gets a 

message that hurts their feelings they should ignore it and pray for the cyberbully who sabotaged 

their day that they will realize their mistake, and turn their ways around. Preteens are also putting 

private information on social media sites that could be used harmfully against them in the future 

and possibly influencing their education programs to possibly expel them! This could affect 

someone at any time, so all should refrain from posting rude, or private information on social 

media. Another problem is that children are being exposed to harmful things on social media that 

will corrupt their minds for the worse. Lastly, people are saying things on social media that they 

would not say in real life, and are killing others’ spirits. This major blunder of a second 

personality could devour the bond of friendship for children of youth. 

 In short, the disasters of this day include screen time, underage influence, and social 

media, but all these topics have in common that they are all affecting children’s lives for the 

worse. One thing is for certain, no matter what, there will always be new problems lurking about 

as we stir them up from their non-existent world, into the technologies of the future. We all face 

hardships of our own. Avoid these three terrors of twelve-year-olds to still have eyesight, have 

friendlier friends, and keep a positive mind. Stay positive! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Seventh Grade 
Outstanding Odes! 

 

 
An Ode to Christmas 

By: Amelia Nace 

 

Christmas, Christmas 

What a wonderful holiday 

Waiting all day 

The sight of presents 

Wow!  So pleasant 

Covered in wrapping paper 

New clothes and toys 

Brings great joys 

Surrounded by family 

The taste of delicious food 

What a great mood 

Sound of sleigh bells in the air 

Paper ready to be teared 

Christmas, Christmas 

What a wonderful holiday 

So far away 

 

 

 

 



An Ode to Chicken Nuggets 

By: Victoria Danker 

 

Oh chicken nuggets, warm chicken nuggets 

You taste good with ketchup 

I wish I could eat you every night 

You are very fluffy 

I can feel you sizzle in my mouth 

When I eat you, there is an explosion of flavor 

You are just enough for me 

Oh chicken nuggets, warm chicken nuggets 

After you come out of the microwave, 

I can feel your heat wave 

You taste good with everything 

I can hear you sizzle 

You are roasty and toasty 

You are the best 

I love you chicken nuggets! 
      

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Ode to Maisie 

By: Mary Grace Timmerman 

 

Maisie, oh Maisie 

You fill my heart with butterflies 

You have a special spot in my eyes 

You pour your heart out to everyone 

And I knew honey, you were the one 

 

Maisie, oh Maisie 

You smell so sweet 
I love when you lay on my feet 
You are always there for me 

Even when I am crying on my knees 

 

Maisie, oh Maisie 

When I see you, you shine 

This Valentine’s Day, I know you are mine 

You make me laugh 

You are my other half 
 

Maisie, oh Maisie 

You have the cutest ears 

You make me laugh so hard, you put me in tears 

You make me want to hug you 

And I want you to know that I love you boo! <3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



An Ode to Elphie 

By: Maddie Heine 

 
Oh Elphie oh Elphie, 

Scratching on my door, 

Winning and crying, 

What could I want more? 

Energetic and fast, 

As you jump on my face, 

You smell like rotten eggs, 

But I still love you anyway, 

Your fur is so soft and silky, 

Eyes always alert and trusting, 

As I pet you to sleep, 

You make my heart leap, 

Curled up in a ball,  

Oh I put you above all,  

Adorable little sunshine, 

I am so lucky to call you mine 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ode to John Jay 

By: Brendan Meehan 

 

Hey, hey! It's John Jay! 

The best chief justice in the U.S.A! 

Hey, hey! It's John Jay! 

I'm so glad to be talking to you today! 

You smell like Chick-fil-a, 

You feel as smooth as hay! 

Your hair is nice and gray, 

When I see you I say, 

Hey, hey! It's John Jay! 

A person I would never ever, ever betray! 

Hey, hey! It's John Jay! 

I made a statue for you out of clay! 

You sound like Kronk from Emperor's New Groove, 

When someone is in your way, they better move! 

You always look like the sun's shining rays, 

Your life was like a beautiful ballet!  

Hey, hey! It's John Jay! 

No, please don’t go away! 

Hey, hey! It's John Jay! 

But he died on the 17th of May. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

       



Ode to Blaze 

By: Grant Opiatowski 

 

Oh Blaze, my dog 

You make me happy when I am sad 

Your liveliness and energy are what I love 

You always seem to smile. 

Oh Blaze, my dog 

I love all your qualities, 

I always enjoy seeing you curled up sleeping. 

Oh Blaze, My dog 

I like the feel of your fur, 

I love to hear the wind rush past when you run. 

Oh Blaze, My Dog 

Your smell is unique and it smells like freedom. 

You are fast like a cheetah 

I love your unique caring of me. 

Oh Blaze, My Dog 

You are one of a kind. 

 

 



 Eighth Grade 
We are Thankful! 

 

 

By: Shea Henry 

 

I am grateful for my gift of vision 

For without it, I would not be able to look upon the gifts that God has granted us 

We watch in awe as nature catches our breath 

The delicate snow falling to earth  

Covering every corner 

Rain drops one by one 

Fall and seep into the cracks of the earth's floor 

Leaves fall in a parade of colors 

Leaving rakes to pick up after them 

The sunrise letting us know to wake up and have a good day 

Sunset telling us to go home and rest 

The sun and the moon 

So different yet so similar 

One working while the other slips and hides away 

Stars lighting up the darkness of the night 

Watching down on us as we look upon them 

We thank you for this beautiful gift to see your beautiful creations. 

  

     

 

 

By: Mairead McGinley 

 

Often times when things get tough and difficult  

And we feel the world is crashing down, 

We forget to thank you for all the good in our lives. 

We fail to appreciate all the gifts you have given us. 

Please help me to stop and notice your many blessings in my life. 

Help me to remember to thank you for these blessings. 

Help me to stay positive when things do not go my way. 

I must always remember that you have a plan for me. 

I am so thankful for my faith, my life, my family, and my friends. 

I am thankful for my health, my home, and my education. 

I am grateful for your love and kindness towards me. 

Please continue to shower us with your many blessings this Thanksgiving. 

Amen. 



  By: Sydney Houseman   

 

Lord, I'd like to say a prayer before we start. 

To tell you how grateful I am from the bottom of my heart. 

On this exuberant Thanksgiving day, 

We come with beholden hearts to pray. 

I am thankful for the abundant food set on the table 

And placed in the center, the turkey staple.  

Thankful for my loving family. 

Who is supportive and always there for me. 

Thankful for each day I live 

And the bountiful earth with all that it gives. 

Thankful to always know I am free 

And to live in a country of peace and opportunity. 

Thankful for my prestigious education,  

With teachers who deserve the utmost commendation. 

Thankful for the roof over my head  

And being able to sleep soundly in my bed. 

Most importantly, I am thankful for all of you. 

You have changed my life. I admit that is true. 

God, you truly have blessed me with marvelous things.  

And I can’t wait to see what the rest of my life brings. 

God, we ask that you bless this lovely food, 

And accept this heartfelt prayer of gratitude. 

Amen! 

       

 

By: Kellianne Yizzi 

 

God, we give thanks to you and everything you have given us 

For you are the one who allows us to have this feast 

We give thanks for pleasure 

We give thanks that we are here together with family 

We give thanks that we are free 

And that during these hard times, we are safe 

We enjoy everything you bless us with 

We pray for safety and love 

We give thanks for life 

We give thanks for our pets, they bring us joy and love 

We give thanks for allowing us to have houses at the beach  

We give thanks that you have allowed me to go into school 

We give thanks for all of the food before us 

We know you are always with us  

Bless everyone who is here and everyone who could not make it because of Corona 

Thank you heavenly father for everything you have given us 

 Amen.  



By: Cole Rosini 

 

Dear Lord God, recognize our most heartfelt appreciation.  

Our family, friends, the holy apparition  

The land, sea, and the things around us 

The joyful wonders you will always bring to us 

May you empower us and nourish the ground beneath our feet 

So on Thanksgiving Day we may finally feast. 

Lord Jesus Christ, continue to see us for who we are. 

Allow us to enjoy the pleasures in life, from shelter to cars 

An education that leads to hopeful success 

And a Thanksgiving dinner that is surely not a mess. 

Remind us of these things we do not always think about. 

So when we acknowledge them there is no doubt 

That you, Jesus, are the reason for their presence.  

Now, sacred Holy Spirit, teach us an important lesson 

 For we must take a break, relax, and exist in your creation. 

We should enjoy our couches, chairs, beds, and pillows. 

We must savor our movie nights, game nights, and time with friendly fellows.  

Finally, we should recognize the senses that allow us to bask in your light 

Our sight and ability to hear, touch, smell, and taste with delight. 

Now in your holy name we pray 

That we take note of what was said today. 

Respond with your grace, love, and forgiveness 

And that you bless these gives you have graciously provided. 

I ask this in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

   

 
By: Isabelle DaSilva 

 

Lord, we thank you for  

All the things you have given us.  

We thank you for the trees  

And the grass that grows green.  

We thank you for the bountiful  

Food that we have the pleasure of consuming.  

We thank you for the family and friends  

That we have the joy of spending time with.  

We thank you for the infinite  

And glowing stars that light up the night sky.  

We thank you for the gift of your  

One and only Son that you sent down to  

Save us from our sins.  

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God Bless the Class of 2021 

And all the students at  

Saint Andrew School! 


